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Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Meeting Seven
Monday, 20 May 2013
Board Room 2, Canal & River Trust, First Floor North, Station House, 500 Elder Gate, Milton Keynes, MK9 1BB
Meeting Notes
	Present

	Cllr Tony Brown
	Central Bedfordshire Council (Chair)

	Nick Webb
	Marston Vale Trust

	James Clifton
	Canal & River Trust

	John Best
	SE Regional Partnership, Canal & River Trust

	Ian Bliss
	Environment Agency

	Drew Marchant
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	David Fowler
	B&MKW Bedford & Marston Vale Steering Group

	Nick Fenwick
	Milton Keynes Council

	Roger Hankey
	Milton Keynes Council

	Andy Lewis
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	Paul Vann
	Bedford Borough Council

	Apologies
	

	Mayor Dave Hodgson
	Bedford Borough Council

	Cllr John Bint
	Milton Keynes Council

	Paul Maison
	Canal & River Trust


	Who
	When
	Action Points and Notes

	
	
	1  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

The meeting elected Cllr Tony Brown as Chair for the meeting, introductions were made and the apologies above noted. John Best spoke briefly about the work of the C&RT SE Regional Partnership he chaired noting in particular the key project status of BMKW. 

	
	
	2  Minutes of Previous Meeting (12/11/12) and Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda

The previous meeting’s notes were agreed and matters arising would be picked up through the remaining agenda.

	PV
DH
	asap

	3.  Membership and Terms of Reference Matters

A. DH’s exemplary role as Chair noted, and the value that would be added by political representation from MKC. BMKWT had met leading MKC members and that pointed towards evening meetings, say 5.00 - 7.30. All to check any particular days of the week to be avoided. PV to circulate November date asap. Chair issue to be decided at next meeting - annual rotation suggested, starting with MKC. 

PV noted a few minor changes to the Consortium’s Terms of Reference in respect of HCA departure.
HE connections could usefully be followed up now (DH would speak to new UoB VC. New VC due this summer at CU noted. JB noted work with CU lecturer on waterway issues.

	
	
	4. No Item

	JB/PV

	
	5.  Major Events

Bedford Waterspace Study One Year On Event

PV reported on the range of achievements/progress (in the first year since the strategy) presented to the ‘One Year On’ event (paths and cycleways, bridges, garden restoration, kayak/canoe facilities, lock improvements hydro-power scheme etc.) and noted the focus of discussion at the event (moorings, locks, bridge headroom, marinas, angling etc.).
JB asked NF if MK could consider such a study. NF suggested it could be picked up in Plan MK work (post Core Strategy). B&MKWT could make representations to members and the Consortium could request consideration (copying in Cllrs Hopkins and Bint). Re the scope, Ian Bliss noted that the Bedford approach was an exemplar for Northampton and Ely work.

B&MKWT AGM
DM noted presentations by PV on the work of the Consortium and by Helen Preston of the Buckingham Canal Society on the ‘Buckingham Arm’ restoration.
Bedford Community Boat launch
The late-June launch/naming was noted (with the first booking on 6th July). It was suggested that a ‘personality’ launching/naming of the boat would be good promotionally but noted, too, that the actual date was not known yet.

	AL

AL

PV
	
	6. Delivery Opportunities/Issues

A. Development Related

Willen Lake

NF noted that the Parks Trust land ownership in the area was useful. A comprehensive brief was being looked at (the Campbell Park area and west of Willen Lake south). Prospects were exciting and there was a need to balance the interests of development, lake use, environmental matters and the waterway. The Consortium would welcome a comprehensive approach to this opportunity.

Magna Park/Eagle Farm

There was ongoing dialogue with the Inquiry Inspector on protecting the route. The Development Framework was out on consultation. A slightly different waterway route was being looked at and there was a planning application from Gallaghers who have acquired the woodland next to the M1. South of the A421, discussions were ongoing with the landowner.
Covanta

Covanta’s UK asset disposal was noted as was the potential High Court challenge to the permission. JC noted CRT’s and others’ visit to the site and CRT’s interest in taking on the design, at cost, as and appropriate.
Fields Road, Wootton
PV noted the significant consultancy project just getting underway looking at a 3km section of the waterway North and South of Fields Road Wootton (South to the Covanta bridge/culvert area) and the issues and costs of delivery of section ‘platforms’, cuts, locks, bridges underpasses etc.
East West Rail (EWR)
AL noted the EWR electrification issue and its potential enlargement of the footprint of EWR. This was a particular issue for the strip between the Bedford-Bletchley EWR route and the Marston Gate logistics park. Need to engage now directly with Network Rail noted.
Marston Moretaine

AL reported on the need to raise Station Road in Marston Moretaine by c.2m to accommodate the waterway and the relationship of this need to nearby existing development, the MVT Forest Centre access, a new (Barrattts) housing site access and a new cemetery access. Barratts needed to put in a new culvert in c.12 months time. Meetings with Barratts held. Study being commissioned – a top priority.
B. Funding Potential

CIL pressures and consultation/delay noted. GAF uses noted above. GPF/RGF not appropriate. WREN ceased. Waterway in draft SEMLEP infrastructure work. Next period of EU funding worth looking at. TB noted CBC looking at CIL approach to waterway similar to the MVF approach. PM’s interest in presenting on planning and funding issues to a future (next) meeting was noted.

	PV


	
	7.  Project Progress
A.  Milton Keynes Waterway Park Steering Group

NF had covered the key issues under 6A.
B.  Bedford and Marston Vale Waterway Parks Steering Group

DF/PV added to the main issues covered in 6A:

· NCN Route 51 was going well eg re Hastingsbury School to Wootton, mainly following the route of the waterway. 

· The Community Boat could only go up to the Mill Bridge at Kempston at present. There was a need for river dredging, a new Mill Bridge, a weir bypass lock. This would enable a new marina at Box End Park. Landowners were interested. C.£1m project. JC noted job generation value.

· EU LEADER funding potential? PV to investigate.

· Bell Farm, West of Kempston, route study noted.

	DM

	
	8.  Consortium Member Other News and Updates

A, Developer Guides
PV introduced these (at advanced draft stage but time to amend): on waterway value and on space, design and other technical issues. The latter was felt particularly useful. The LSH graphic re house price enhancement was noted. DM would send this through to PV. The proposal to discuss them with developers was noted.
B. SEMLEP Infrastructure Work

This was covered in 6B above.

	PV

	 
	9.  Other Items for This/Future Meetings

The issue of a letter from the British Horse Society was noted. JC noted CRT doesn’t generally allow horse use of its towpaths. Opposite side routing of pedestrian/.cyclist paths and bridleways ideal – but increased space take. Issue of horses churning up non tarmac surfaces noted. No exclusion intended. Need to better identify requirements.
Need for kayak/canoe portage noted (need to pick this up in ‘design’ guide). Growing paddle board user community noted.

	
	
	10.  PR and Media

A. Web site had been updated. Covanta ‘achievement’ note to be amended.
B. Community Boat launch already noted. BMKWT was promoting the waterway project at various summer events – eg IWA at Watford, Crick Boat Show. JB mentioned contact re event potential - to be circulated. TB noted MV Forest event. BMKWT usually there. Brogborough Hill issue raised. DF noted agreed approach that the solution would need to be ‘of its day’.

	PV
	asap
	11.  Date, Time and Venue of the Next Meeting

November, evening at MKC Civic Offices. PV to advise asap. 
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